We are going on a bear hunt

At Little Scientists we take STEM in the everyday very seriously. Seriously fun. These activities are straight from
our Professional development workshops Mathematics: shape and space. Which is all about spotting the
Mathematics in everyday life. This is a wonderful activity for both very young and older preschoolers. It is
designed to add everyday mathematical language into playtime.

Method

Play hide the teddy. Put the teddy under a box or behind the
box. With very young children you can describe where the

teddy is to guide them to find the teddy. Use a rich vocabulary, Equipment list

put the teddy repeatedly in the same place and use different

descriptions if you can. Older children can take a turn in hiding A teddy or two

the teddy and describing to you or other children where the Some cardboard boxes

teddy is. Showing them and describing the location of teddy or
toy, for example on top of the box, behind the box, under the
box etc can help build a rich language environment.

Bear hunt: Where’s the bear?

When on a bear hunt you can even pretend not to be able to see the bear and ask the children where it is and to
describe where they can see it (No pointing! That’s cheating).You can make this as complicated or as easy as you
like. A fun bear hunt with an extra educational twist!

In the top window that is above On top of the car! The bear is hiding in the top
the door. On the left side, window in the 3rd frames from
behind the tree fern. the left.



Observations, conclusions, ideas

Why not go on a bear hunt? Many people have put teddies in their windows for children to find and go on their
very own bear hunt. Once children have the hang of this game they can move on to hide toys in larger areas and
give ‘clues’ to other people to find the toys. You could also sit in a circle and hand items such as cards out clock-
wise or anticlockwise, try doing a memory game where the players describe where the cards are to someone with
their eyes closed. Lastly another great extended learning opportunity could be to play robots where one person
controls the robot and directs them around a grid.

What’s the STEM?

The key here is vocabulary and spatial awareness which are both important in early childhood development.
There are some keywords at the end of this sheet. If you can think of more we should add, post them or email us.
We would love a few contributions!
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